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“All for God’s Glory”
Psalm 24; Ephesians 1:1-14 August 2, 2015

“Brother, are you saved?”
“Sister, are you saved?” 
I was a young boy spending a day wandering around the 

State Fair. I remember the words a man called out to the 
crowd. Then a hand grabbed my arm, stopped me in my 
tracks and asked me if I knew God’s plan of salvation. I was 
his captive audience as he explained to me my sin and the 
real possibility of damnation in hellfire.  As I recall, he used 
a simple book of different colors: black, red, white and gold.  
His words touched something of the darkness of my own 
heart and the sin of my soul. He seemed to know about my 
own fear of death and my uncertainty of what lies beyond. 

Saved? Saved from what I understood. Saved for what 
remained for many years a mystery to me. Are we saved only 
as a kind of fire insurance policy? Some Christians think 
that way.  Once we accept Jesus into our lives, it is relatively 
smooth sailing from here on out. Oh, there may be some 
rough seas along the way, but the outcome is certain. To 
some, it doesn’t matter what we do or how we treat others; 
it is all about saying the magic words. We are saved to be 
with Jesus in heaven for all eternity. Is our salvation only 
about what God does for us? Are we saved for some higher 
and greater purpose than our own good?  

In my growing faith, I began to encounter people for 
whom the Christian faith made a difference in what they 
said and how they lived in the here and now. They seemed 
to be living for some higher purpose than their own 
desires, guided by a greater vision than the slogans of social, 
economic and political powers of their day. In the face of 
all the forces that push people around, all the sound bites 
that clog the human ear, and all the struggles that threaten 
to diminish life, they were led by a divine compass. In short, 
they were living for something that can only be named as the 
glory of God. 

Paul gives us this divine compass in his letter to the 
Ephesians and to the churches in the Roman provinces in 
that region. The letter is a doxological hymn of praise to 
God that sets before us God’s plan for us, for the church 
and for all creation. We have been chosen by God and 
destined by God to live a holy life of loving service to God.  

The people of Ephesus and the surrounding towns of Asia 
Minor knew what it was to feel controlled by others. They 
were subject to the whims of their economic masters, the 
Roman authorities, the dangers of everyday life, the gods 
they worshipped and other visible and invisible powers. 

Is it so different for us? With all the forces that push upon 
our lives, Paul says that there is a greater power at work in 
us – the power of God. God chose us in Christ out of sheer 
grace, not because of anything we have done or anything we 
deserve. To know that God chose us before the foundation 
of the world means that nothing that happens after the 
foundation of the world can, in the words of Paul, “separate 
us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.” (Romans 8:39) 
There is someone beyond us, greater than all the powers of 
this world, who holds our lives in love. There is someone 
we can trust even in turmoil; there is someone who hears 
our prayers when the lights go out; there is someone we 
can count on when the props get knocked out from under 
us. Our value is not measured by what we produce, how 
long we live or what we accumulate. God’s love for us is the 
measure of our worth. 

Our salvation is not our own doing, but the work of God 
in us. Our salvation does not depend upon the perfection of 
our lives, but upon Christ’s faithful life. When moments of 
great trouble, doubt, suffering, confusion or anxiety come, 
we can trust that we have a faithful Savior. It is not the 
strength of our faith that saves us, but the strength of Christ, 
who died and rose for us. We are chosen in him before the 
foundation of the world. Through faith, we come to accept 
this astonishing truth. Through faith, we come to the sure 
knowledge that our lives are secure in God’s hands. Paul says 
that our destination is sure. As beloved children of God, we 
know that God has a plan in the fullness of time to gather 
up all things into Christ, all things in heaven and on earth.

More than this, Paul answers the human question, 
“For what purpose are we saved?” We are, as Paul says, 
saved “to live for the praise of God’s glory.” As Reformed 
Christians, this should be no surprise. The first question of 
the Westminster Shorter Catechism is: “What is the chief 
end of human existence? Answer: The chief end of human 
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existence is to glorify God and enjoy God forever.” Imagine 
this: If we were to set up our evangelism booth at the State 
Fair, we would not call out, “Are you saved?” We would 
call out. “Are you living for the glory of God?” The gospel, 
first and last, is all about God! In this “me first” world, the 
gospel is the most counter-cultural truth I know.  

Like Abraham and Sarah of old, we are blessed to be a 
blessing; we are chosen to serve a higher purpose; we are 
destined to live for Jesus. If you try to hoard a blessing it 
becomes a curse; if your refuse a calling, you drift along 
without meaning or purpose; if you ignore a destiny, you 
become subject to a cruel and indifferent fate. The call 
and gifts of God are like manna in the wilderness. They 
are given to nourish life, to be shared with others, to give 
strength for the journey, and to serve God’s purposes.    

How we live our daily life is to be a reflection of God’s 
glory. It is not a matter of the grand gesture, the heroic deed 
or the well-publicized event. It is about the simple things we 
do, the way we embrace the ordinary tasks, and our delight 
in the presence of those who share this life with us. It is to 
see the holy purpose of God in common things.  Barbara 
Brown Taylor writes in her book, An Altar in the World: 

To make bread or love, to dig in the earth, to feed an 
animal or cook for a stranger—these activities require 
no extensive commentary, no lucid theology. All they 
require is someone willing to bend, reach, chop, stir… 
And yet these are the same activities that change lives, 
sometimes all at once and sometimes more slowly, the 
way dripping water changes stone. In a world where 
faith is often construed as a way of thinking, bodily 
practices remind the willing that faith is a way of life.”

God is fulfilling the divine purpose through us as we live 
for the praise of God’s glory. 

Finally, this is not something we do alone, but we do 
together in the church, the body of Christ in the world. 
We are connected heart and mind, body and soul, one to 
another in the church.  For all of our shortcomings, failures 
of nerve and errors, we are Christ’s body in the world. 
This is why Paul places so much emphasis on how we live 
together and the kind of witness we make in the church.  

Of all the letters in the New Testament, Ephesians is 
a love song about God’s intentions for the church. The 
church is here so that the world may catch a glimpse of 
God’s profound love for the cosmos. We are to embody 
the height and depth of the divine love that reaches out 
to forgive, redeem and lavish upon the world the riches 
of grace. The church is an agent in God’s reconciliation of 
heaven and earth in Jesus Christ. We cannot see the end, 

but we know by faith that it shall surely come. Such faith 
is captured in the words of the late 19th century English 
hymn that inspired generations of mission work:  

“God is working His purpose out 
As year succeeds to year;
God is working his purpose out, 
And the time is drawing near;
Nearer and nearer draws the time,
The time that shall surely be,
When the earth shall be filled 
With the glory of God
As the waters cover the sea.” (Arthur Campbell Ainger)
Over the next six weeks, I will be preaching from Ephesians. 

I will focus on the church as Christ’s servant in the world. 
My prayer is that through these sermons, and through your 
own reading, prayer and reflection, we might grow together 
into the fullness that God has planned for each one of us, for 
the church and for the whole creation. This is why not only 
what we believe, but also how we live matters.  

Several years after Bunny and I came to Second, we 
had the privilege of serving as two of the adult leaders on 
our high school graduates’ Footsteps of Faith journey to 
Greece, Turkey and Italy. We toured the ancient city of 
Ephesus, much of which had been buried under rubble for 
many centuries. We read from this letter. We walked the 
streets, sat in the ruins of the amphitheater, saw the stalls 
of the shops in the ancient market, stood beside the walls 
of the magnificent library, and even passed by the Roman 
public toilets. What did we see? What did we learn? Did 
we only see ancient stones and cobblestone streets from a 
dead civilization? Did we only learn a bit of history? Or 
did we see in our mind’s eye that down those streets, into 
that marketplace and among those people, generations of 
Christians bore witness to the gospel by how they lived 
their lives to the glory of God?  They were men and women 
who demonstrated by example and sacrifice that there is 
forgiveness for sin and the real possibility of living a new 
life, that reconciliation is more important than getting 
even or settling old scores, that loving others is more life-
giving than being right, and that seeking the good of others 
is better than insisting on your own way. Their compelling 
witness changed the world.  

Did we that day in Ephesus see that it is our time to 
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ? Can you see it now? 
We are saved by God’s grace to live each day to the glory 
of God. 


