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“Embrace Hope”
Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 November 30, 2014

Advent begins with a cry of longing. Many years ago, I 
heard a pastor say that it is the one season of the church 
year in which we recognize the absence of God. The truth 
of those words has stayed with me. The Israelites in exile 
in Babylon feel that they have been abandoned by God. 
Their cities lie in ruins; the temple is destroyed; they live 
as strangers in a foreign land. They cry out to God for 
deliverance from captivity: “O that you would tear open 
the heavens and come down.” (Isaiah 64:1)

So we begin our Advent worship singing, “O come, O 
come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel.” We bring 
to Advent the longings of our lives. We lay before God 
the places where we, too, feel God’s absence and our 
captivity: the vicious outburst of violence in Syria that is 
repeated around the world among nations, religions and 
ethnic groups; the divisions of race and class that erupt in 
demonstrations and cries for justice in our own land; the  
discouraging experience of a fruitless search for a job; the 
dreaded return of cancer in spite of undergoing treatment 
and prayers for healing; the concerns for the well-being of 
a child who seems lost and troubled; the personal struggles 
we face in our own hearts that defy resolution; and the 
terrifying signs that this earth itself is under stress and ailing.

Just when we begin to give up hope, hope emerges from 
our struggles and from the longing that God has put into 
our hearts for life to be set right. Advent is about the rebirth 
of hope. Advent comes to awaken us to a better hope. The 
Spirit stirs up within us a longing for God to come to guide 
us, to heal us and restore peace to our world.

Dr. Allan Aubrey Boesak writes in his new book, Dare We 
Speak of Hope? about this longing that arises in the struggles 
of life. He writes, “Hope teaches us a language… in which 
we can articulate our deepest longings for a life of human 
flourishing and fulfillment both as God’s gift and as our 
right as children of God, that can lift us out of the depths of 
despair, empower us to find the liberating and hope-giving 
God, who makes ‘a way out of no way,’ as the spiritual says, 
drawing us into the vast expanse of our wider imaginings of 
freedom and joy… Language can indeed  create hope out of 
nothing [and] can cause hope to flourish” (p. 25).

Jesus speaks the language of hope and teaches us to hope. 
Jesus springs forth from a weak and powerless people living 
under Roman occupation and rule. He invites us to watch 
and wait for the new things God is doing. When we have 
been cut down, we do not expect much. Yet, God is able to 
cause new life to spring forth. When we feel overwhelmed 
by broken dreams and disappointments, we do not think 
we can begin again. Yet, God can make all things new. 
Sometimes we think that our years are wasted and that our 
efforts do not amount to much. Yet, out of the bits and 
pieces of our experiences, God forges a new beginning. Our 
lives are the raw materials of a new creation. Advent tells us 
that even in the places where God seems most absent, the 
Spirit is at work bringing new things to be.

As a people who hope in the Lord, we are witnesses to the 
new things God is doing among us. When we see so much 
hatred among religious traditions and ethnic groups, here 
in Indianapolis we find people of all faiths working and 
worshiping together. When we hear so much about the 
human capacity for evil, we also see lives turned around - a 
greedy heart transformed into a generous heart and an angry 
person becoming a joyful person. There is so much stress on 
family life today, but as a congregation we reach out through 
CenterPoint Counseling Center to help individuals and 
families work toward healing and reconciliation.  We know 
the dismal statistics about high school failure rates, but we also 
know faithful people here in our city who are investing time 
and resources to help children and youth succeed in school. 
We hear about the demise of the church in many areas, but we 
also see churches in a changing neighborhood opening their 
doors to feed the hungry and welcome new neighbors.

All of these are signs of God among us that point to the 
final coming of Jesus in glory. Even the bread we eat and the 
wine we drink point to the day when our Lord shall come 
again and we will feast with him in glory. We don’t know 
when that day will be. All Jesus asks us to do is to watch 
and wait in faithful expectation. While we wait, we keep 
our eyes open. We are witnesses. We train our eyes to see 
the unexpected. 

When I was a boy, I used to go to our family farm which 
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was located on the outskirts of my hometown. We would 
go in August to pick okra and watermelon. In the heat of 
the day, when we were exhausted and half-eaten by the 
mosquitoes, we would jump in the shallow creek and enjoy 
the cool running water. If we were still enough, we would 
see the dragonflies skimming the surface of the water, hear 
the birds singing in the overhanging tree branches, watch 
the sun sparkle off the water, and feel the minnows nibbling 
at our legs. If we were still enough and quiet enough, we 
would see into the deeper nature of things. You have to be 
still and wait to see these things.  

J. Campbell Morgan has said that the Hebrew word for 
“wait” found in the words from Isaiah that also lies behind 
the plea of Jesus to “wait” also means “to entrench.” He 
writes, “The idea of waiting for God is that of digging 
ourselves into God” (Lectionary Homiletics, 11/93, p. 
32).  No matter where we are, in a shallow creek, a crisis 
at home, a homeless shelter or a hospital room, we can 
slow down, be still, wait and dig ourselves into God. Hope 
emerges when we train our eyes to see the unexpected. 

As an Advent people of hope, we trust in God’s promise 
that Jesus will return to heal the earth, to make us whole 
again, to restore justice and to bring all things under his 
rule. We leave the final day in God’s hand. 

Our Advent task is to be still and speak the language of 
hope. It is to pray, “Come Lord Jesus.” As we watch and 
wait, we look for signs of the new heaven and the new 
earth that are always springing forth. Our Advent task is to 
see the world through the lens of hope and to be witnesses 
whenever and wherever hope emerges from the broken 
shards of life. We look for signs of God’s restoration of all 
things that comes like seeds of hope planted in fields of 
despair, acts of divine love overcoming hatred and flashes 
of holy fire illuminating a dark world. Our Advent task is 
to embrace hope as a way of life as we serve Jesus until he 
returns and God’s reign of peace and justice fills the earth.     

Slow down. Embrace hope. Watch and wait for the day 
is surely coming. 


