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“What’s in a Name?”
Exodus 3:1-15; Philippians 2:5-11 May 18, 2014

From her balcony, young Juliet professes her love for 
Romeo.  Their families, the Capulets and the Montagues, 
are sworn enemies.  Juliet rues the fact that their names 
constrain their love.  Romeo would still be the same if he 
had another name.  Juliet cries out, “What’s in a name? 
that which we call a rose by any other name would smell 
as sweet.” (Act II, Scene II)  On one hand, Juliet is right; 
on the other hand, names do matter.  As the play unfolds, 
these two young lovers cannot escape their family names 
and family history and are caught up in a tragic destiny. 

What’s in a name? Nothing and everything.  Having fled 
Egypt to escape murder charges, Moses has found a new life 
as a shepherd in his father-in-law Jethro’s household.  He 
is minding his own business, when he turns aside to see 
a bush that is on fire but is not consumed.  God calls to 
Moses from the burning bush and tells Moses to go back 
to Egypt to demand that Pharaoh let the Israelite slaves 
go free.  Moses is afraid to go back to the land where he is 
wanted for murder and is #1 on Pharaoh’s Most Wanted 
List.  He knows that he has no authority with the people. 
Why would they listen to him?  They will want to know 
who sent him.  Moses asks, “Who are you?”  God reveals 
the divine name: “I am who I am.”  It is the personal name 
of God.  God is the one who is, who was and who shall be.  
God is the one who causes all things to be.  The name in 
Hebrew is YHWH.  It is known as the tetragrammaton 
or “the four letters.”  So holy is the name of God that the 
Jewish people do not speak it.  Instead they say, “Adonai” 
or Lord.  God declares to Moses, “This is my name for ever, 
and this my title for all generations.”

The name of God has within itself something of the 
reality of God.  To name God is to recognize the presence 
of God.  Therefore the third commandment says, “Do not 
take the name of the Lord your God in vain.”  We are not 
to treat the name of God as nothing but an empty word.  
To take the name of God in vain is to think, speak and act 
as if God were nothing.  God is greater than the human 
mind can comprehend.  God is before all things, above all 
things, in all things, and beyond all things.  Before creation, 
there is God.  After the creation ceases to exist, there will be 

God.  This is why we pray in the Lord’s Prayer, “Hallowed 
be Thy name.”  Our prayer is that the name of God be 
praised, honored and held as sacred throughout the whole 
of creation.  

The Bible is clear.  We do not worship just any god nor 
is the Lord one god among many gods.  There is only one 
God who is revealed to Moses as the ground and source of 
all being.  God is revealed as the one who not only creates 
the universe, but loves all created things.  God is revealed 
throughout the Hebrew Bible as a God who is just and 
merciful, patient and loving, and mighty and wise.  God 
seeks justice, peace and freedom.  In the Bible there are 
many metaphors for God.  God is like a shepherd, a mighty 
warrior, a mother hen, a loving father, a fount of wisdom, a 
life-giving Spirit, and a soaring eagle.  The point is this: God 
will not be other than what we know God to be in Scripture.  
Therefore, the names of God are important because they 
tell us who God is and how God acts.  The character of God 
is revealed in the names of God.  Thus the choir sings of 
God as “my Way, my Truth, my Life, my Light, my Feast, 
my Strength, my Joy, my Love and my Heart.”  Thus we sing 
of God as “the King of Love, our Shepherd.”  We proclaim 
in our hymn how God is “our help in ages past, our hope for 
years to come.”

What’s in a name?  Everything.  When the prophets tell 
of the coming of Jesus, they give to him the names of God.  
Isaiah spoke of the coming Messiah:

“For unto us a child is born, a son given to us; authority 
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.”  (Isaiah 9:6)

The great paradox of the gospel is that Jesus who bears 
the names of God is crucified and raised from the dead. 
The scandal of the New Testament witness to God is that 
the power of God is manifest in human weakness and the 
wisdom of God in human foolishness.  The resurrection of 
Jesus is the evidence that Jesus is indeed the Son of God.  
Therefore Paul can speak of how Jesus humbled himself and 
not only took on our human form but became a servant of 
all.  He bore our sins upon the cross and was obedient even 

 Dr. Lewis F. Galloway
Senior Pastor



7700 North Meridian Street •  Indianapolis, Indiana 46260 • SecondChurch.org • 317-253-6461

to his death.  Therefore, God has given him the name that 
is above all names. Paul declares: 

“…so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.”  (Philippians 2:10,11)

The name that is above every name is Kurios or Lord.  
Jesus is Lord of heaven and earth. 

What’s in a name?  The names by which we know Jesus 
matter.  Jesus is not just one wise teacher, miracle worker, 
hero, saint or savior among others.  He is the name above 
all names.  To know him as Lord is to know that there is no 
power in heaven or on earth greater than Jesus.  So when 
Paul says that nothing in all creation can separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord, we know that 
word is true and can be trusted.  Because he has a name, we 
have a name. 

What’s in your name?  I don’t mean your given name: 
Henry, Sarah, Rick, Natalie, or Betty.  I mean the name 
given to you at your baptism: beloved child of God. When I 
was a boy, my hair was so blond that it was white.  Growing 
up in the South, I was given a nickname: Cottontop.  My 
hair looked like the cotton fields when they were ready for 
picking.  I hated that name.  It embarrassed me; it made me 
self-conscious.  I used to pray at night that God would give 
me jet black hair like Superman’s hair in the comic books.  
That name was not so bad when I compare it to all the 
terrible, degrading names that people are called.  It took 
me a long time to come to understand that I had another 
name – the name given to me at my baptism: beloved child 
of God. 

What’s in your name?  I’m not talking about Montague 
or Capulet, Dinka or Nuer, Korean or Latino, black or 
white.  I am talking about the name given to you in your 
baptism.  Because Jesus has a name, you have a name:  
beloved child of God.  No matter what else people may call 
you.  This is your name.

What’s in a name?  Everything.  When you know your 
true name, then you know that you have a beautiful God- 
given destiny that is caught up in your name.


